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Dear Fellow Constituent,  

I am pleased to serve as your voice in the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives. The recently ended session was one of the tough-
est on record. My priorities were to focus on issues important to 
you, such as Floridaôs economic recovery, creating new jobs, 
public education, health care, and public safety.  

In writing a new state budget, we faced a $6 billion revenue 
shortfall. The Legislature responded by reducing programs and 
services, draining trust funds and increasing fees, many of 
which will impact working class families. For these and other 
reasons, I voted against the budget because I donôt think it 
adequately met our stateôs needs. 

I am pleased, however, that I was one of the first in the Legis-
lature to endorse the use of new federal economic recovery dol-
lars approved by President Barack Obama and Congress that 
were used to help balance the proposed new $66.5 billion state 

budget for Fiscal Year 2009 -10.  

This year, my colleagues and I in the Florida House of Representatives undertook a number of 
serious initiatives that will improve the life of Floridians and their families. A few of these initia-
tives are detailed in this newsletter. I also filed some important legislation with you in mind, 
such as:  

HB 463 A nursing services bill to encourage better nurse to patient ratios and patient access to 
information.  

HB 1315 A bill to give residents and cities an input in the placement of electrical poles in their 
neighborhood.  

HB 7091 A broadband bill to expand internet access to underserved areas in the Florida.  

At my request, the Legislature will conduct a study to analyze the possible effects of extending 
our stateôs successful Corporate Tax and Credit Scholarship Program to public schools. Your let-
ters and phone calls have been a constant reminder that the needs of Floridaôs communities are 
critical and that we must work together to keep Florida on track for progress.  

It is a pleasure to serve you in the Florida Legislature. I look forward to seeing you at my local 
town hall meetings and events. As always, please donôt hesitate to contact me if I may be of 
assistance.  

Yours In Service,  

Representative Ronald A. Bris®  
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Your safety  

Florida will soon join a majority of other states by al-
lowing police to ticket drivers and front seat passen-
gers for not wearing their seat belt.  

The Legislature also passed a measure to combat the 
drug trade and abuse of addictive medication by re-

quiring Florida pharmacists to report drug sales to a statewide da-
tabase. This step aims to crack down on abuse and help doctors 
and pharmacists curb narcotics abuse.  

Renewable Energy  

There was signifi-
cant support this 
session behind leg-
islation to encour-
age renewable en-
ergy in Florida.  

A cleaner environ-
ment and energy 

security can be achieved by 
transferring power production 
from massive plants that rely 
on coal, gas and nuclear 
power to individual homes and 
businesses using pollution free 
sunshine.  

House Bill 1317 would have 
implemented a system known 
as ñrenewable energy divi-
dendsò based on a model used 
in Germany that has dramati-
cally increased use of renew-
able fuels.  

Although the legislation en-
joyed bipartisan support, it 
was not brought up for hear-
ing. I hope to join my col-
leagues in fighting for this 
proposal next session.  

    Property Insurance  

The Legislature took 
modest steps to stabi-
lize the property insur-
ance market, ease rate 
hikes for many Floridi-

ans, and give all consumers new 
options when choosing their prop-
erty insurance company.  

Dramatic rate hikes of state - run 
Citizens Insurance that were set 
to go into effect January 2010 
were capped at 10 percent instead 
of 40 percent.  

I am sorely disappointed by the 
Legislatureôs decision to stop fund-
ing the tremendously successful 
ñMy Safe Florida Homeò program 
that provides free inspections and 
useful information to consumers. 
Florida cannot ignore its responsi-
bility to protect Floridians.  

An Eye on Floridaôs Education System 
This legislative session, I worked tire-

lessly alongside my colleagues in the 

Legislature to secure much needed 

funds for Floridaôs schools, teachers 

and students.  

The Legislature has put to use nearly      

$2 billion in funds received from the 

Federal Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

approved by President Barack Obama. 

These dollars will help give schools and 

teachers the resources they need to provide better education.  

I trust that we can improve education funding. The proposed Fiscal 

Year 2009 -10 state budget increases per -student spending only 

slightly at $6,873. Thatôs a drop from the 2007-08 Fiscal Year 

when funding was at the level of $7,128 per student.   

How we spend these limited education dollars is important. The 

proposed budget earmarks $130 million to reward schools whose 

students score well on the FCAT exam. Although it is important to 

reward good performance it is also important to provide more for 

children at under performing schools.  

The Indian Gaming Compact deal between the State of Florida and 

the Seminole Indian Tribe will allow for our state to receive up-

wards of $150 million in revenue. We welcome those dollars but 

must be diligent in assuring that those dollars fund important as-

pects of our childrenôs education. 

Overall, I am disappointed that the state is not adequately funding 

our schools. Delaying the implementation of the voter -approved 

Class Size Amendment at the classroom level is an example of how 

the Legislature is making it more difficult to reach class -size goals. 

College tuition will also be raised by up to 15 percent, or $394 

more per school year.  

We must work hard to assure that our students get a quality edu-

cation and send the message that a good education for our stu-

dents is paramount to our stateôs success. 

Access to Health Care 

While we managed to meet our obligations to fi-
nance many state and local health care programs, 
such as Floridaôs very important Medically Needy 
program that provides health care for low - income 
families, I was disappointed by potentially harm-
ful cuts to programs that provide health services 
to Florida seniors.  

Programs that may suffer include ones operated 
by the Department of Elder Affairs. An example is 
the Community Care for the Elderly program 
which helps many seniors remain in their homes 
instead of nursing home facilities.  

Although we have made many cuts, we successfully funded the 
stateôs Meds-AD program that helps seniors purchase medications. 
The new state budget also seeks to protect services for Floridians 
with developmental disabilities. In addition, the budget includes 
dollars to open a new Department of Veteran Affairs nursing home 
in St. Augustine.  

I strongly encourage my constituents and Floridians to stay in-
formed about preventative health care and options for medical 
treatment. One of the most important victories of this past session 
is the KidCare legislation that makes the application process easier 
by reducing the waiting period for certain eligible families from six 
months to 60 days and eliminating the need to submit income 
documentation. This new criteria will allow more children to be eli-
gible for the program. Overall, this is a step in the right direction, 
though I am concerned that we still have many children without 
health insurance.  
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             Transportation / Economic Development  

One of the means the Legislature used to gen-
erate revenue is an increase in overall fees 
related to transportation. A 35% increase on 
vehicle registration base fees were imple-
mented. The state expects to collect $800 mil-
lion in revenues from these new or increased 

fees, though the revenue generated from these fees will not be 
used to improve or maintain our transportation system.  In addi-
tion, the Legislature created the Florida Homebuyer Opportunity 
Program with $30 million for down -payment assistance.              



Miami -Dade Priorities 
The Miami -Dade Legislative 

Delegation, consisting of 

state legislators from the 

county, worked hard this 

past session to support  the 

priorities of the county. The 

delegation ñplayed defenseò 

to ensure that the Miami 

Port Tunnel  Project would 

not be rebid, which would 

consequently delay the pro-

ject scheduled for comple-

tion in 2012. The Florida 

Department of Transporta-

tion has pledged $650 mil-

lion dollars to the project.  

Unfortunately, we were not 

successful in passing other 

initiatives important to the 

county:  

Discretionary Sales 

Surtax for Miami Dade 

College  

Long Term Mobile 

Home Park Tenancies  

Discretionary Sales 

Surtaxes for County 

Public Hospital  

31.97%

39.14%
7.15%

13.97%

7.09%
0.68%

2009-10 Fiscal Year Appropriations
Education

Human Services

Criminal Justice & 
Corrections
Environment/Growth 
Mgt/ Transportation
General Government

Public Safety

Florida on the Map for  

Broadband Expansion & Telecommunication  
T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e 

achieved the first step 

that will allow Floridians 

to have access to more 

affordable and reliable 

broadband Internet.   I 

was pleased to intro-

duce the Broadband 

Internet Service along 

with my colleague, Rep. 

Dave Murzin (R -

Pensacola). The bill 

passed at a crucial time 

because of the $7.2 

billion dollars made 

available through fed-

eral research grants.  

The first task ahead 

involves broadband 

mapping to identify ar-

eas with little or no ac-

cess to Internet. In es-

sence, the bill author-

izes the Department of 

Management Services 

to apply for the Federal 

grants. It pays special 

attention to geographic 

areas served by only 

one broadband Internet 

service provider to give 

c o n s u m e r s  m o r e 

choice.  

Most important are the 

benefits that broader 

Internet connectivity 

will bring to our overall 

quality of life.  

The second portion of 

the Consumer Choice 

and Protection Act loos-

ens the existing regula-

tory framework for local 

telephone service to 

allow for more competi-

tion among telecommu-

nications companies. It 

changes the definition 

of residential service.  

The bill provides price 

increases for non -basic 

services and limits the 

jurisdiction of the Public 

Service Commission 

over telecommunica-

tions companies. For 

instance, the PSC will 

no longer resolve ser-

vice complaints con-

cerning non -basic ser-

vices.  

I received many phone 

calls during Session in 

support of the Act be-

cause of its positive im-

pact on the Lifeline Ser-

vice ï which offers sen-

ior citizens discounts on 

their telephone bill. 

More people will now be 

eligible for the service 

under the new income 

eligibility guidelines.  

The threshold was low-

ered from 135% or less 

to 150% or less of the 

federal poverty guide-

lines. For example, for 

a family of four, the 

income threshold went 

from  $29,768 to 

$33,075.   

I urge you to call my 

office with questions on 

how these changes 

may apply to you.  

 

November 2010 Ballot Initiatives 
As you may know, the Legisla-

ture has the ability to propose 

amendments to the Florida 

Constitution. This year, the 

Legislature passed three pro-

posed amendments for voter 

consideration in November 

2010.  

Property Tax Limit / Ad-

ditional Homestead Ex-

emption : Creates a limit 

of a 5 percent increase in 

the assessment of com-

mercial and residential 

property , and establishes 

an additional 25 percent 

homestead exemption with 

annual reductions within 1 

year of purchase  

Repeal of Public Cam-

paign Financing Re-

quirement :  Removes 

state policy to provide 

public financing for cam-

paigns for state -wide elec-

tions  

Homestead Ad Valorem 

Tax Credit for Deployed 

Military Personnel : Pro-

vides an additional ad 

valorem tax exemption on 

homestead property to a 

officer on active duty the 

previous year outside of 

ñEvery sector in Flor-

ida ð private and 

public ð will benefit 

and be able to oper-

ate more efficiently 

and effectively with 

full broadband infra-

structure support,ò 

stated Rep. Brisé  

ñThis will be a cata-

lyst for change and 

access which will 

bring major en-

hancements in edu-

cation and health-

care.ò 


